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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Director’s Message

Girls Volleyball

I would like to thank all the people that kept me in
their thoughts and prayers during this past winter.
Without your caring and help it would have been
even more difficult to go through what I
experienced. The CTK family came to my aid and I
will be ever grateful to everyone. Thank you so
much!
It was once again a very busy winter as we had five
boys basketball teams and four girls basketball
teams compete in the Nassau-Suffolk CYO travel
program. In addition CTK held clinics on Saturday
mornings for the K-1 grades and 2-3 grades. There
was a COVID safety pause and a couple of storm
cancellations but we managed to complete our
season.
CTK CYO is looking to add both boys and girls
teams for next year. As always though we need
volunteers to step forward and coach these teams.
Anyone that is willing to volunteer their time in this
very rewarding effort can contact either Dennis
Briordy at dennis.briordy@gmail.com or John
Newman at theace5120@aol.com

The girls volleyball program is getting ready to start this
month. CTK will be placing six teams in the NassauSuffolk CYO travel Volleyball Program. Games will be
played on Saturdays at the CTK Gym. Teams range from
6th grade up to High School division. You can access the
schedule on the cyoli.org website.

Boys Divisons
Grades 4-8
4th grade-Coach Bohn’s team in its inaugural season
made quite the splash. The team finished in a first place
tie with St. Patricks of Smithtown with a record of 8-1-1.
The team was led by high scorers Jordan Maroof, Jimbo
Walsh and Lucas Streim. Matt Zegers did an outstanding
job this year leading the team in rebounds and floor
burns. The team showed great improvement throughout
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the year and is planning to keep on playing in the spring
and summer as it prepares for next year.
5th grade- Tom Fleming’s team lost their first game of
the season and then reeled off nine straight wins to finish
in second place. The team as of this writing is priming
itself for the playoffs and are definitely a threat to go all
the way. The team is led by the slick ball handling of
Mason Felber and Tom Fleming and the tough play of
Sean O’Grady and Austin Balducci. The team took on
Sacred Heart in the first round of the playoffs and lost a
nail biter by the score of 22-20. The team played great
and just came up short in a well played game.
Congratulations boys on a terrific season.
6th grade- Geoff Singer’s team finished the regular
season atop their division with an unblemished 12-0
record. They faced a very formidable St. Frances of
Wantagh in the first round of the playoffs and were
eliminated. The team had a terrific year and the overall
improvement of the team was quite evident as the season
progressed. Congratulations boys!
6th grade- Sandi Clark’s team just missed making the
playoffs and finished in 4th place with a 7-5 record.
Carter Clark and Max Compagno were the pair that
opposing teams had to key on all year. The team is
looking forward to next year and hopes are high for a
playoff spot in 2022-23.

6th grade-Coach Newman’s 6th grade team took another
giant step forward in the 2021-22 season. The team
finished in a first place tie in the regular season with a
11-1 record.Their only regular season loss was in
overtime to Our Lady Queen of Martyrs who they would
later meet in the championship game.
The team stormed through the regular season and met St.
Dominic in the first round of the playoffs. They defeated
St. Dominic by the score of 32-22. Cara McBrien had a
huge second half effort with 10 points to help carry the
team to the win. Gabriella Newman and Jules Fortune
chipped in with 8 points and 6 points respectively in the
game. It was the teams defense that held St. Dominic to
only 4 points in the 4th quarter that helped turn the tide.
In the semifinal game CTK squared off against Our Lady
of Mercy in Hicksville. The team played a swarming
defense the entire night and won going away 30-9.
Gabriella Newman led the scorers with 14 points but it
was the teams defense that stymied the hot shooters from
OLM. Ella Candel and Jules Fortune played great in the
backcourt helping to break the OLM full court press.
The following day the team met OLQM in the
championship game in a rematch of league rivals. CTK
had a rough first half and was down 17-4 at halftime. The
team fought hard in the second half but came up short
and lost by the score of 20-15.

Girls Divisions
Grades 4-8
4th grade- Coach Kraft and Coach Briordy’s 4th grade
squad had a terrific first season. The team finished with a
stellar 7-3 record. Many of the girls just started playing
this year and have surpassed expectations. The team was
led by high scorers Ava Williams and Addison Kraft.
The team was exciting to watch with great guard play
from Eva “Smalz” Cox, Christina Heschen, Isabella Asta,
Zoe Escobar, Alana Enghaban, Riley Brochoni and the
rebounding of Savanagh Dinka and Alley Gatto. The
team is looking to improve its skills over the summer and
keep it going in the fall.

The team had a terrific season and improved both
individually and as a group. It was a cohesive and
attentive group of players that enjoyed playing with each
other all year long. The team is continuing playing this
late winter at the Sports Arena in St. James and is already
looking forward to next years CYO season.
Congratulations girls!!

The girls team and coaches were honored at the
conclusion of the season with the very prestigious CYO
Sportsmanship Award. This is an award voted on by
opposing coaches which reflects the fair play and
positive approach to the game that the team put forth all
year long. Congratulations girls and coaches on a terrific
season!

7th grade- The 7th grade girls team coached by Chris Gitz
and Dave Benedict competed in a very tough league this
season. The team worked hard each week in practice and
gave their all in every game. They played a tough
defensive game while pushing the ball and playing an up
tempo offensive style. The guard play of Morgan
Konecky, Ava Khan, Maddie Heller, Olivia Pagano and
Angelina Laytonhelped keeep their opponents on their
heels. The defensive efforts of Sam Benedict,, Kaiylyn
Gitz, Meghan Daillairro and Nat Pisani forced turnovers
and intimidated the opponent. It was a fun and exciting
season. Coach Chris and Coach Dave are looking
forward to next season
8th grade- Tom Solch’s team had another stellar season
finishing in a three way tie for second place in the very
competitive A division. Every game was a battle as the
league consisted of seven teams all of which had the
capability of beating the other team on any given day.
The team played tough defense and were opportunistic
on offense with a lot of different threats which made
them a difficult cover. The inside play of Alexa
Rosenbach, Mia McBrien and Alyssa Ellwood proved to
be very effective throughout the year. The outside game
was led by a rotation of Gianna Solch, Addy DeLeon,
Mallory Waller and Alanna Svensson. This quartet
handled the ball against pressure and shot from the
outside against opposing zone defenses. Coming off the
bench all year and adding a spark were Caitlyn Gilmartin
and Charlotte Aliperti. The team was an exciting watch
and lost in the semi-finals to eventual champion St.
Edwards in a very close game.

K-1 Clinic/Developmental League
The K-1 Clinic- The K-1 Clinic had 21 particpants this
year under the watchful eyes of Coach Brian
McConaghy. Each Saturday the group worked on the
fundamentals of dribbling, shooting, passing and
basketball movements. It was great to see our future CTK
players in action honing their skills. Kudos to Coach
McConaghy and to all the parents that helped make the
clinic a success.

Grade 2-3 Development Program
Once again Coach Jim Ramsay did a fantastic job with
the 24 participants in the program. There were a few
missed sessions because of the weather and a safety
shutdown but all the sessions were made up and the

clinicians put their best foot forward every Saturday
morning. Thanks once again to Coach Ramsay and to the
parents that helped make the clinic a success again this
year.

The 2022-23 Grade 2-3 Program will be coached by Jim
Ramsay and Brian McConaghy. It is scheduled to start
11/12/22 and will be held on Saturday mornings. The K1 Clinic will also start on 11/12/22 and be held on
Saturday mornings. We will need a volunteer to head the
K-1 Clinic for the 2022-23 season. Anyone interested in
volunteering to do this can contact John Newman at
theace5120@aol.com

Individual Instruction
Coach Newman has been holding individual and group
nstruction for both boys and girls throughout the year.
This past season he held group workouts for the 7th grade
girls, 4th grade boys, 5th grade boys and 2nd and third
grade boys and girls. Individual Instruction participants
(boys and girls) currently range from 1st graders to 11th
graders. Each session is approximately one hour in length
consisting of fundamental drills involving ball handling,
shooting, dribbling, one on one moves, agility and
conditioning. Anyone interested in improving their game
is
urged
to
contact
Coach
Newman
@
theace5120@aol.com to set up a session.

CTK CYO now has our own Dr. Dish shooting
machine. This machine streamlines shooting
workouts and makes practice time much more
efficient. In a 45 minute shooting workout the
machine is capable of having a single shooter
shoot over 700 shots. Coach Newman will be
holding shooting workouts for anyone that is
interested in improving their shooting skill. For
information contact Coach John Newman at
theace5120@aol.com

CTK Boys 4th grade Coach Bohn

Pictured below are former Commack High
School Varsity Basketball player Travis Newman
and Coach Newman with the new Dr. Dish
shooting
machine.

CTK Girls 6th grade Coach Newman

