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            Director’s Message 

Having attended many games this year, both girls and 
boys, a common issue comes forth on a regular basis. The 
issue being of how to conduct oneself either as a player, 
coach or as a spectator when an official makes a call that 
appears to be wrong or that may be obviously wrong. 

First and foremost the coaches and adult spectators must 
remember that our behavior is closely being watched by 
the players. The example that we set will certainly impact 
the way that the players on the team will react either in a 
positive way or in a negative fashion. Verbal abuse or 
animated negative physical gyrations in reaction to a 
particular call made by an official has no place in the game 
and serves no purpose other than to incite further negative 
behavior. If the players observe the adults behaving in a 
certain way it is easy for them to legitimize their own 
inappropriate actions by citing the adult behavior. As a 
parent-spectator it can be a very difficult  undertaking to 
maintain self control when we view our son or daughter as 
the subject of being wronged by an official. We must try 
and put aside our protective instincts for the moment while 
keeping our emotions in check with the idea that it is a 
temporary dilemma that will soon be forgotten. If we can 
do this it will make the experience of watching our sons 
and daughters much more enjoyable and less stressful. 

In addition at the completion of a game no player, coach 
or spectator should approach an official and offer their 
negative criticism of how the official performed that 
game. Following an official after a game or stalking them 
into a hallway or parking lot is never appropriate and can 
only lead to regrettable incidents. If an official did perform 
poorly, the coach usually has access to rate an official, and 
can then inform the supervisor of the poor performance 
through the proper channel. If an official continually gets 
a poor rating then that official is usually reassigned for 
retraining or reassignment to a lower level.  

If we follow these general guidelines the experience of 
watching our children play competitive sports will become 
the positive and memorable moments that we can all enjoy 
together.  

             WHAT’S HAPPENING        

 

 Girls Volleyball-Our Girls Volleyball 
Program has expanded this year and CTK will be 
fielding one 6th grade, five 7th grade and two 8th grade 
teams this year.The teams will begin practicing the 
week of 2/4 and the games will begin the week of 
2/25. It promises to be another exciting season as the 
girls continue to improve their skills under the 
watchful eye of our Director, Coach Donna Newman. 
We welcome back our coaches: Jim Smith, Ron 
Valinotti, Dorothy Burke, Jen Curran, Dennis 
Briordy,  Erin Leahy Tamburro and our newcomers 
Mike Tagliento and Dominic Palazzo. Home games 
will be played on Sundays at the CTK Gym and all 
are welcome to attend. 

  

 Boys Divisons         

Grades 5 thru 8 - It was another busy season at CTK as 
we had six teams competing in the CYO travel leagues. 
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Congratulations go out to Coach McConaghy’s 6th grade 
team, Coach Rosenoff’s 7th grade team and Coach Gitz’s 
8th grade team on qualifying for the playoffs that begin on 
3/1. CTK wants to thank Coaches Ehlers, Tuffy and 
Newfield for donating their time to coach their teams this 
year and helping the boys improve their skills.   

Tyro division (grades 9 and 10) - The Tyro team coached 
by John Newman ended their season with a 3-9 record. 
Although they did not qualify for the playoffs the team 
battled hard every game against bigger opponents and 
were in almost every game until the end. The team was led 
by the long range shooting of Danny Fitzgerald, the 
rebounding of Dan Figueroa and Anthony Maio, and the 
consistent play of Anthony Tonso, Brian Lanci, Jack Bello 
and Anthony Sicurelli. The team is looking forward to the 
Spring season which will begin the first week of April.   

Senior division (grades 10-11-12) - The Senior team 
coached by Seth Goodman finished with a record of 5-5. 
The team was in every game and managed to lose two 
games by two points each and another game in overtime. 
The team was outsized in every game but played tough 
defense and out hustled the opponent consistently. The 
team was led by hard driving Adam Dubi, Matt Cecere and  
Ryan Ott. The long range shooting of Sam Goodman, 
Andrew Shovelson and Kieran Bradley  kept the defenses 
at bay while RJ Orlowski hit the boards at both ends of the 
court.  The team will reconvene in the Spring and compete 
in the senior division again.                                        

 

         Girls Divisions 

Grades 5 thru 8 - The girls season began in October and 
it was another good showing for CTK as three of our teams 
made the playoffs this year. All three teams ended their 
season with a tight playoff loss in the first round. Coach 
Orlando’s 6th grade team lost to Our Lady of Victory by 
the score of 42-26, Coach Kraft’s 7th grade team lost 29-
28 to St Rose and Coach Jill Kraft’s 8th grade team lost to 
St. Rose 55-49. 

CTK is proud of the efforts of our teams as they 
represented our Parish well all year long. We look forward 

to next year as we hope to again challenge for the 
championship. 

 This coming Spring we will be fielding a girls Senior 
team for the first time. Coach Briordy will be at the helm 
and it will feature some of the best girls basketball players 
in Commack! Stay tuned and be ready for some quality 
basketball coming to CTK this Spring.  

 

K-1 Clinic/Developmental League 

The K-1 Clinic - Our clinic finished its 10th and final 
session on February 10th. It was a great turnout this year as 
we had thirty two clinicians in the program. It was a 
pleasure watching the boys and girls each week honing 
their skills and having fun every Sunday afternoon. CTK 
wants to thank Travis Newman, Jay Morris, Xavier 
Tomeii and Chris Kraft for helping Coach Newman each 
week.   

 

The Grade 2-3 Developmental Program - Our 
Developmental Program  had its final session on February 
8th culminate with a spirited five on five full court game. 
The program consisted of seventeen participants that came 
to Indian Hollow School every Friday evening under the 
watchful eye of Coach Newman. The first half hour was 
dedicated to skills improvement and the last half hour was 
live game play of either 3 on 3, 4 on 4 or 5 on 5. The 
improvement of each individual was evident as the weeks 



progressed which is the primary goal of the program. The 
3rd graders will be moving on to structured competitve 
play next year and this seasons program was designed to 
prepare them for that endeavor. We will be having this 
program again next year and we ask that you register early  
as space will be limited.

 

 

Individual Instruction 

Coach Newman has been holding individual and small 
group workouts @ CTK for the past several months. 
Participants (boys and girls) currently range from 1st  
graders to 11th graders. Each session is approximately one 
hour in length consisting of fundamental drills involving 
ball handling, shooting, dribbling, one on one moves, 
agility and conditioning. Anyone interested in improving 
their game is urged to contact Coach Newman @ 
theace5120@aol.com to set up a session. 

 

   

CTK would like to start a girls 4th grade team for 
the 2019-20 season. The season begins in October 
and finishes in January.Coach John Newman will 
be coaching the team. If you are interested in 

playing contact Coach Newman at 
theace5120@aol.com. Registration will be in 
March and tryouts will be held at that time.  

CTK would like to start a boys 4th grade team for 
the 2019-20 season. The season begins in 
November and finishes in February. Anyone 
interested in coaching the team can contact John 
Newman at theace5120@aol.com. Registration 
will be in March and tryouts will be held at that 
time. 

Congratulations to the following particpants of 
the CTK Individual Instruction Program on 
making the interscholastic team: 

Commack Middle School Girls Team members: 

Ava Darvassy 

Maya Khan 

Molly Singer 

Brianna Sznurkowski 

Ava Davidson 

Madison Feldman 

Ashley Kolomechuk 

Brooke Briordy 

Jules Briordy 

Commack Middle School Boys Team members 

Ethan Winter 

Evan Sachs 

Michael Tuffy 

Nick Waga 

Matt Rosenoff 

Brandon Berozi 



Congratulations to the following boys on their 
selection as Most Improved Players on the 2018-
19 Commack High School Boys JV team: 

Antonio Figueroa 

Zach Lagrasta 

Gavin Newman 

Congratulations to Spencer Malloy on his 
selection to the All League I team in Suffolk 
County this year representing  Commack High 
School. 

 

  

            GET  WELL SOON: 

Aidan Norotsky, Jake Spinelli ,Erik Jovans, 
Danny Fitzgerald, Anthony Sicurelli 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

    

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


